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households gave a single dollar, they 
could send every single graduating sen-
ior in the city to college. And so Dol-
lars for Scholars was born. 

With the deep faith and compassion 
of a tight-knit community, Dr. 
Fradkin began collecting as little as $1 
from his neighbors and friends to pro-
vide scholarships to the local students. 
Over four decades later, what began as 
a card table operation in a determined 
Massachusetts town became Scholar-
ship America, an organization that has 
awarded nearly $3 billion in scholar-
ships across 38 States. 

At 92 years old, Dr. Fradkin con-
tinues to fight for that city that he 
loves and the students that have made 
his life’s work. Tonight, I congratulate 
him and his wife, Charlotte, on a rec-
ognition deeply deserved. 

f 

SEQUESTRATION 

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, when the 
Republicans refer to President Obama’s 
sequestration, they must think that no 
one in the country remembers the 
events of the last 2 years. Remember 
that 2 years ago, the Republicans 
blackmailed the entire country by say-
ing that they would not permit the 
debt ceiling to be increased and they 
would force the country to default on 
its debts—and in fact destroy the econ-
omy—unless we cut the budget by $2.4 
trillion. We cut it by $1.2 trillion. But 
no one could figure out, no one could 
agree how to cut another $1.2 trillion, 
so both parties put in the sequester to 
kick the can down the road on this en-
tirely artificial demand for an extra 
$1.2 trillion in cuts. That’s why we’re 
here now facing an economic catas-
trophe—because of the blackmail of an 
even worse catastrophe of failing to 
pay our bills, of calling into question 
the full faith and credit of the United 
States. That’s what got us to this 
point. The only way to get us out is ei-
ther to just repeal the entire sequester 
entirely—because we’ve made enough 
budget cuts—or to say, all right, we’ll 
do half the budget, half the $1.2 trillion 
in cuts, and half by adopting loophole- 
closing measures that the Republicans 
themselves supported last year. 

f 

SEQUESTER REBUTTAL 

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I 
was sitting in the back of the House, 
listening to some of my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle, and I just 
had to rise to answer some of the 
things that they just said. 

The gentlewoman from Texas was 
talking about sequester and the effect 
that it would have on children. I’d like 
to remind the gentlewoman from Texas 

that the effect that the millions—or 
billions and trillions—of dollars of debt 
we are leaving on the backs of our chil-
dren is going to have an equally nega-
tive effect. 

This sequester—we are accused of not 
doing anything on this side. We have 
passed two bills out of this House doing 
away with the sequester, but they have 
not been acted on by the President or 
the Senate. We have done our job. 

The President has asked for a bal-
anced approach. He got his increase in 
revenue; it’s now time to come up with 
some cuts. Sequester isn’t the way to 
do it, but we cannot give up on getting 
rid of wasteful spending here in Wash-
ington. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN SAM 
JOHNSON ON 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF RELEASE FROM PRISONER 
OF WAR CAMP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLDING). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee 
of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

want to talk about a remarkable indi-
vidual that serves with us in the House 
of Representatives. 

We are really surrounded by remark-
able people, 435 individuals who came 
from other walks of life. Most of them 
had other careers before they came to 
the House of Representatives. But to-
night, we’re going to talk about the an-
niversary of one individual. Because, 
you see, 40 years ago, Colonel SAM 
JOHNSON was released as a prisoner of 
war in Vietnam. He had spent 7 years 
as a prisoner of war in Vietnam. 

It all started when he was flying one 
of his F–4s, being a pilot. This was not 
a new experience. I mean, after all, he 
had served in Korea and flew 62 combat 
missions in an F–86 Sabre called Shir-
ley’s Texas Tornado, after his wife, 
Shirley. So he flew 62 in the Korean 
war; Vietnam, he’s on his 25th mission 
flying an F–4 Phantom. He left Laotian 
airspace, came into North Vietnam, 
and he was shot down by ground fire. 
This was not his first tour of duty in 
Vietnam; it was his second tour of 
duty. SAM JOHNSON is an American 
warrior. 

After he was shot down on this day, 
April 16, 1966, his life took a turn, a dif-
ferent turn. When he parachuted out of 
his plane, his shoulder was injured—of 
course the Vietnamese, they didn’t do 
anything to help his injuries, and he 
still carries some of those wounds from 

his prisoner days and from when he 
crashed or when he came back down to 
Earth in that parachute. He was cap-
tured by the North Vietnamese Army 
and he was put in a prisoner of war 
camp. 

The North Vietnamese probably de-
veloped prisoner of war camps better 
than anyplace on Earth. They were 
hard, they were tough, they were mean, 
and not everybody survived those 
camps. So he spent 7 years as a pris-
oner of war, and they interrogated him 
every day. But SAM never gave in. In 
fact, the Vietnamese called him ‘‘Die 
Hard.’’ He was the first person that I 
know of that was called ‘‘Die Hard’’ be-
cause he would never die no matter 
how hard they beat him. 

He was so obstinate, Mr. Speaker, 
that they sent him to the infamous 
‘‘Hanoi Hilton’’—satire, of course; it 
was everything but a hotel—and put 
him in a section called Alcatraz, where 
he and 11 obstinate prisoners of war 
were put together. SAM JOHNSON was so 
tough, would never break, would never 
give information, that they finally put 
him in solitary confinement. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to describe the 
cell to you that he spent 4 years of his 
life in—solitary confinement. It was 3 
feet by 9 feet. It’s about the size of this 
table, 3 feet, over to about that po-
dium, 9 feet. That was his cell. That’s 
where he was for 4 years. They left the 
light on constantly. At night, they 
would come in and put him in leg 
irons—4 years solitary confinement. 
But he never gave up. 

He learned how to communicate with 
other prisoners by tapping on the wall. 
He learned the names of the other 374 
members, memorized their names so 
that when he got out—because he ex-
pected to get out—that he could tell 
their families that they were there. 

But he never broke. He was never 
broken. He continued to do what he 
was supposed to do to honor America 
and represent America, but he never 
gave information to America’s en-
emies. 

So tonight, we commemorate his 40th 
anniversary of being released from that 
prisoner of war camp when the war was 
over. Seven years of his life he gave to 
this country in a camp that most of us 
would never survive. 

At this time, I’d like to yield to the 
majority leader, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CANTOR). 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here tonight to 
honor and celebrate our friend, SAM 
JOHNSON, the gentleman from Texas 
that we all know as a friend and col-
league, but that I think America 
knows as a hero. 

SAM, as the gentleman from Texas 
points out, was awarded two Silver 
Stars and two Purple Hearts, among 
his many other decorations, for fight-
ing bravely for freedom, and for 7 years 
SAM JOHNSON was held as a prisoner of 
war by the North Vietnamese—the hor-
ror of which none of us will ever know 
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